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We The People
Thirteen Van Wert High 
School Advanced Placement 
Government seniors attended 
this year’s We the People 
competition, held Friday, 
Jan. 24, at the Columbus 
State House. The team had a 
very good showing, placing 
second in the state. We the 
People is a pro gram for high 
school and middle school 
students that teaches the his
tory and prin ci ples of Amer i
can con sti tu tional democ racy 
while enhancing students’ un
derstanding of government.

Seniors tour Alliance Automation as part of this year’s Se
nior Business Tour day, held Tuesday, Feb. 25. Students were 
divided into four groups, and each group toured two local 
businesses to learn about and see what is produced in Van 
Wert and hear the job opportunities that exist in the commu
nity. Those companies on the tour included National Door and 
Trim, Tenneco, Van Wert Health, Braun, Wannemacher Total 
Logistics, Central Mutual, Cooper Foods, and Alliance Auto
mation. Eight teachers accompanied the students.



Winter Blood Drive

By: Brooke Saam
     Principal Bob Priest recently 
received the 2019 Ohio School 
Counseling Association Adminis-
trator of the Year award. The award 
is given to a principal or admin-
istrator within the state who has 
contributed to the understanding 
and growth of the school counsel-
ing profession.
     When asked, Mr. Priest said, 
“Getting the award was very hum-
bling, and I am very appreciative, 
knowing that a member of the staff 
took time to nominate me. This 
award, I believe, exemplifies the 
teamwork in our building, and it 
says more about our team than it 
does about me.” 
     Guidance Counselor Bowen said 
he nominated Mr. Priest because 
Mr. Priest has a very solid under-
standing that students today are 
facing more mental health concerns 
than ever before. Mr. Bowen went 
on to say that Mr. Priest consistent-
ly works with the school counselors 
to gain a better understanding of 
what the counselors do every day to 
help the students.
     Finally, Mr. Bowen said, “He 
supports and promotes our school 
counseling program in a manner
that allows my office to directly ad-
dress student mental health issues, 
including a partnership with in-
house mental health counselors for 
students who do not otherwise have 
access to therapeutic needs outside 
of the school day.”

OSCA Ad-
ministrator 
of the Year

Students give blood during this year’s second Red Cross 
blood drive. The blood drive was a success, with 73 pints 
donated, helping the local Red Cross and securing Goodwill 
Games for another year.



Spring EOC testing 
 
4/6/2020 - ELA II Part I - AM  
4/6/2020 - ELA  I Part I - PM [Re-testers Only] 
 
4/7/2020 - ELA II Part II - AM 
4/7/2020 - ELA I Part II - PM [Re-testers Only] 
 
4/8-9/2020 - ELA I & II Make Ups- AM/PM 
 
4/15/2020 - Algebra Part I - AM 
                   Algebra Part II - PM 
 
4/16/2020 - Geometry Part I - AM 
                   Geometry Part II - PM 
 
4/17/2020 - Math Make Up - AM/PM 
 
4/21/2020 - Biology Part I - AM 
                   Biology Part II - PM 
 
4/22/2020 - Biology Make Up - AM/PM 
 
4/23/2020 - Am Hist. Part I - AM 
                   Am Hist. Part II - PM 
 
4/24/2020 - Government Part I - AM 
                   Government Part II - PM 
 
4/27-28/2020 - History make Up - AM/PM 
                         All Test Make Up - AM/PM 
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Spring Test Schedule

Animals - Word Search
Find all the animals hidden in this word search. The words in this word search are hidden 
across, down, and diagonally, with no backwards.

C M N O R B K G C N T C F N T
L H R T I D N I A H R T S R I
L I I R C A N V O I E A O T E
O F D M T O R T O I S E T W T
T L E E P I D E E R R R T R L
H Y D S W A L L O W N O E A T
C H I C K E N L S R A I R A H
W O L F L S C Z K E P A N D A
O L H E N O Q A E W A L R U S
C A I A W N N U T E E L N E E
T O I Z M G H K I P L R R D A
O L R R A S M E T D E P S D D
P L V R T R T S S P I D E R O
U D O A E H D E Y G T S L E U
S O C T E S P A R R O W I E S

Animals - Word Search

BIRD
CAT

CHEETAH
CHICKEN

CHIMPANZEE
COW

DEER
FLY

HAMSTER
KANGAROO
LIZARD

OCTOPUS

OTTER
OWL
PANDA
PIG
RAT
SEAL

SNAIL
SPARROW
SPIDER
SQUID

SWALLOW
TORTOISE

WALRUS
WOLF

Bird
Cat
Cheetah
Chicken
Chimpanzee
Cow
Deer
Fly
Hamster
Kangaroo
Lizard
Octopus
Otter
Owl
Panda
Pig
Rat
Seal
Snail
Sparrow
Spider
Squid
Swallow
Tortoise
Walrus
Wolf

Animal Word Search



Boys Soccer
     Winter indoor open gym soccer 
workouts took place on Sundays 
throughout the end of February  
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. at the Goedde 
Building.
     Present players and alumni 
competed in up and down eight on 
eight matches. 
     The open gyms were a way for 
players not involved in a winter 
sport to stay conditioned for the 
upcoming season. It was also an op-
portunity for Coach Brown to get 
familiar with different players, as he 
will take on his first full season with 
the Cougars in the fall. 
          See Coach Brown in room 
#200 for details about Van Wert 
soccer.

Swim
SPORTS

The Van Wert Cougar boys’ and girls’ swim teams traveled 
to Defiance, Ohio, for the annual WBL swim meet on Friday, 
Feb. 14. The Cougars competed well, with the boys taking fifth 
place and the girls finishing ninth. Shawnee won the boys’ 
championship, while Ottawa-Glandorf captured the girls’ title.

Senior Kirsten Clay was recognized at the boys’ basketball 
game on Friday, Jan. 25, for her State title in track and field 
discus. A video highlighted her memorable junioryear season 
played on the jumbotron before Clay was awarded her State 
plaque. Her picture will now join other Van Wert state competi
tors on the Cougar Wall. Clay has signed to attend Cincinnati 
University in the fall of 2020.



SPORTS
WRESTLING

Van Wert High School cheerleaders competed in the OASSA 
State Cheerleading and Dance Competition in Columbus on 
Sunday, March 1. The squad won the right to compete on the 
state level during the regional cheerleading competition, held 
Feb. 9. The squad competed well, finishing 8th in the state.

Not only did Steyer beat the school
record in tech falls, he also now has 
the school record for most wins in a 
career. Over his high school wres-
tling career, his record is 148-17. 
He also has experience at the state 
level.
     Steyer’s goal is clear. He said, “I 
have been to state every year but 
have never placed. My goal is to 
place at the State tournament and 
get my picture on the wall.”
     He is well on his way, securing 
the title of Sectional Champ in a 
10-0 decision, qualifying him for 
the Division II Districts.
     Steyer’s success has helped 
the team grow and learn, and his 
leadership has been a boost to the 
Cougar wrestling program.
     Eli Kline also wrestled well at 
sectionals, qualifying for distrcts 
with a fourth-place showing at 
sectional.
     Good luck to the team as they 
finish the season, and good luck to 
Steyer as he looks to travel to State 
once again.

     The girl’s bowling team qualified 
for the Division II District Cham-
pionship by placing fourth at the 
Minster sectional tournament, held 
Saturday, Feb. 15. 
     The District Championship 
match was held on Westgate Lanes 
in Lima on Friday, Feb. 21. 
     The top three teams and top 
three individuals then moved on to 
the Division II State Championship 
in Columbus on Feb. 29.
     In the end, Lorrie Decker was 
the team’s best individual placer. 
She bowled at State on Sat. Feb. 29.

Pictured above is the 2019-2020 Van Wert Wrestling Team

By: Clayton Proffitt
     The Van Wert wrestling season 
is approaching an end, but there 
is still excitement ahead. As the 
Cougars look at finalizing another 
season, they competed in the an-
nual WBL wrestling tournament at 
Lima Bath Saturday, Feb. 15.
     Individually, Senior Gabe Steyer 
has had another incredible season. 

Bowlers Go 
to District



     On Tuesday, Jan. 7, the VWHS 
Robotics Team traveled to the Hon-
da Plant in Anna, Ohio, to compete 
against six other schools to see who 
could stack large Lego-like blocks 
the tallest with their robots.
     Van Wert had two teams at the 
event, one finishing 4-2-2, and the 
other team finishing 5-1-2. The 
robotics program received a grant 
of $1,500 for going to the event, 
making it a very successful day for 
the team.
     More recently, Van Wert hosted 
its annual highly competitive robot-
ics competition. This home match 
was held Feb. 1. The team always 
loves to see everyone come out and 
offer support!

Robotics Team 
Competes: Earns Grant

Team 5501

Team 14174

Goals Achieved:
 -Fall Blood Drive
 -Food Drive 
 -Fall Spirit Week
 -Band/Choir concert 
   attendance
 -Spring blood drive
 

The student body was successful in 
achieving 5 of 7 goals that were needed 

to have the privilege of experiencing 
this year’s Goodwill Games

Goodwill 
Games 

Goals Met!
Let the games

Begin!

     As January comes to an end and 
February begins, the worst winter 
weather months of the year are 
upon us. To stay warm and safe 
in the event of a winter storm, be 
prepared.
     The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) suggests the 
following: stay indoors and
off the roads. If you must drive, 
keep emergency supplies in your 
car. In the home, close off rooms to 
retain heat, never use a generator, 
camp stove, charcoal grill, or gaso-
line or propane heater indoors. 
     Along with that, insulate your 
home before winter begins to keep 
cold air out. Wrap water pipes in 
advance, and in the event of sub-ze-
ro temperatures, leave faucets drip-
ping to avoid frozen water lines. 
Finally, be sure to have a supply of 
drinking water, and fill prescrip-
tions in advance of a storm to avoid 
the risk of health issues.
     When the weather service says 
a storm is imminent, stock up on 
four to five extra days worth of food 
and water, focusing on foods that 
will not need to be cooked, such as 
canned or cold foods. These can be 
prepared in the event of a power 
outage. Also, keep a supply of bat-
teries for flashlights, along with
approved kerosene lamps for long-
term outages. For entertainment, 
have a few board games ready.
     Remember pets. Dogs and cats 
should have access to a building or 
inside facility during extreme cold. 
Even farm animals should have a 
warm place to stay during severe 
winter weather.

How to 
Prepare for 

Winter



Junior Rebecca Rigdon was 
recently named a winner in 
the 2020 Rising Stars Collec
tion student poetry contest. 
Her poem, “My One and Only 
True Friend,” will be pub
lished in this year’s poetry 
collection, produced by Ap
pelley Publishing. Students in 
grades 312 at any public or 
private school are eligible.

Juniors Allie Etter and Sara Gallagher recently won 
the Rager’s Original Sausage Sandwich design con
test. The contest asked students to create a design 
for the upcoming debut of the “dough girl,” a com
panion to the popular “dough boy,” which is already 
on the menu. Eleven students submitted artwork to 
the contest. Pictured from the left are Mrs. Gross, 
Allie Etter, Sara Gallagher, and Nathan Rager. (Photo 
submitted)

What is 
Impeachment?

By: Brooke Saam
    The ultimate check on the chief 
executive of the United States is the 
congressional power to impeach. A 
president can only be impeached 
for treason, bribery, misdemeanors, 
high crimes, or abusing power in 
office. This is a political case, not a 
criminal case.
     First, the Articles of Impeach-
ment start in the House of Repre-
sentatives. The articles are docu-
ments with a list of charges drafted 
against the president. If the House 
passes the articles, they are sent to 
the Senate.
     Next, the Senate takes charge of 
trying the case based on the infor-
mation from the House. The Senate 

holds a trial, with Senators acting as
the jury and the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court presiding. If, after 
the Senate hearing, the Senators 
vote yes to the Articles of Impeach-
ment, the president is impeached. 
For that to happen, two-thirds of 
the members present (67 out of 
100 Senators) must vote in favor of 
removing the president from office.
     If the Senate has acquitted a 
president, the president remains in 
office and continues as the presi-
dent and commander in chief of the 
country. 
     In the recent impeachment trial, 
President Donald Trump was ac-
quitted of all charges.



SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

2019-2020 
Zinggia Art Scholarship 
 
www.zinggia.com 

Mar. 1, 2020 $1,000 Submit a photo in one of several 
categories 

Rhonda Kay Bevington Memorial 
Scholarship 
 
See Student Services for more 
information 

Mar. 7, 2020 $2,000 Majoring in Art, May attend any 
school in the US.  GPA 3.0 Must send 
in art samples. 

Central Insurance Companies 
Educational & Charitable Foundation 
Scholarship 
www.cicecf.org 

Mar. 12, 
2020 

$2,500 (2) 2.5 GPA, active church member, 
active in youth group or Christian 
group, displays leadership & 
Christian character. 

Van Wert County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship 
www.ofbf.org/foundation/scholarship
s/van-wert-county-scholarship 

Mar. 27, 
2020 

Up to $5,000 
(renewable) 

College major must have a specific 
use in the insurance industry (see 
list), GPA 3.0, fill out application, 
include transcript, letters of 
recommendation and an essay “My 
career goal” 

Van Wert Optimist Club Scholarship April 6, 2020 $500 Student & parent/guardian must be 
current paid member for the Van 
Wert County Farm Bureau, 2.5 GPA 

Design a Better Future Awards 
www.honorsgradu.com 
 
 

April 19, 
2020 

Ranges Must have minimum of 100 
volunteer hours in the past 12 
months. Volunteer hour sheets are 
available in the Student Services 
office 

 May 15, 
2020 

$10,000(5) Must find an issue in the community, 
strategize and produce a plan to 
make the community better 

 

Scholarship
Opportunities

2020


